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Discussion:

The J4 M218 agenda includes a work item identified as:


18.22       clarify 9.3.5, method invocation, second rule 2 (Wallace/Miller)

Recalling the details of this only vaguely, I examined 9.3.5 and decided the method search rules were the subject of the work item because they are not specified precisely enough that they would be understood by someone who didn't already know the intent.

I found it difficult to express these rules, so I expect they will need further development.

Proposed changes:

Page 153, 9.3.5, Method invocation, 5th paragraph, beginning "Method resolution", replace with the following:

"Method resolution proceeds by applying the following rules:

1)   If a method with the method-name specified in the invocation is defined in the class of the object, that method is bound;

2)...otherwise, each inherited class upward in the hierarchy of inheritance is inspected in the left to right order written in the INHERITS phrase until either a method with the method-name specified in the invocation is defined in the inspected class or the base class has been inspected without finding such a method.  If a method is found, that method is bound; otherwise, the EC-OO-METHOD exception condition is set to exist.  "
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